POPULAR TALES

she could make him reverse his own decisions, and contradict
himself, as often as she pleased. They were at this instant
standing opposite to two vases of beautiful workmanship.
* Now/ whispered she to one of her companions, * I will lay
you any wager I first make him say that both those vases are
frightful; then that they are charming ; afterwards that he does
not know which he likes best; next, that no person of any taste
can hesitate betwixt them ; and at last, when he has pronounced
his decided humble opinion, he shall reverse his judgment, and
protest he meant to say quite the contrary.5

All this the lady accomplished much to her satisfaction and
to that of her friends ; and so blind and deaf is self-love, our
hero neither heard nor saw that he was the object of derision.
William, however, was rather more clear-sighted; and as he
could not bear to see his cousin make himself the butt of the
company, he interrupted the conversation, by begging the ladies
would come into another room to look at the manner in which
the china was painted. Charles, with a contemptuous smile,
observed that the ladies would probably-find the odour of the
paint rather too much for their nerves. Full of the sense of his
own superior politeness, he followed; since it was determined
that they must go, as he said, nolens volens. He did not hear
Miss Germaine whisper to her companions as they passed,
c Can anything in nature be much more ridiculous than a vulgar
manufacturer, who sets up for a fine gentleman ?3

Amongst the persons who were occupied in painting a set of
china with flowers, there was one who attracted particular
attention, by the ease and quickness with which she worked.
An iris of her painting was produced, which won the admiration
of all the spectators; and whilst Charles was falling into
ecstasies about the merit of the painting, and the perfection
to which the arts are now carried in England, William was
observing the flushed and unhealthy countenance of the young
artist. He stopped to advise her not to overwork herself, to
beg she would not sit in a draught of wind where she was
placed, and to ask her, with much humanity, several questions
concerning her health and her circumstances.

Whilst he was speaking to her, he did not perceive that he
had set his foot by accident on Miss Germaine's gown; and,
as she walked hastily on, it was torn in a deplorable manner.
Charles apologised for his cousin's extreme absence of mind
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